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PICTURE GALLERY

Two Salvation Army Concertina Bands

Introductory Note by CHRIS ALGAR

Founded as a Mission in 1865 (its name was changed to the present one in 1878),
the Salvation Army began as a movement to work amongst the poor in order to help
alleviate their hardship. No doubt, the concertina was adopted early in the movement’s
history because it was portable and thus suitable for the outdoor meetings that, in the
early days, made up the bulk of the Army’s services. Our two photos of Salvation Army
Concertina Bands illustrate the change that took place in their make-up during the
early twentieth century.

As the photo of the Norwich Citadel Band (1907) makes clear (see Figure 1), the
concertina of choice, at least early on, was the Anglo, perhaps because it had the
advantage of being the least expensive of the concertinas, and thus the one most likely
to be found in the hands of the people to which the Army ministered. The photo shows
a band made up of twenty-one Anglos, at least three of which are Jeffries/Crabb-type
instruments; in addition, there are a number of twenty-six-button Anglos, which, from
the evidence of their gold tooling, might also be of the Jeffries/Crabb type.

In contrast, the Sergeants’ International Training College Band of 1931 (see
Figure 2) had nine concertinas (alongside the brass instruments that were beginning
to replace them). Here there are at least five English concertinas—including an Aeola
and an instrument recognizable as having been made by George Case—and at least
two Triumph Duets. There is not a trace of an Anglo.

This change in instrumentation appears to have taken place around the end of
World War I. Prior to that time, it seems that the Anglo was the concertina of choice,
only to be supplanted by war’s end by the English and the Duet. I suspect that the
reason had to do with versatility: both English and Duet are completely chromatic, with
the former being available in models whose ranges extended from bass to piccolo.

Finally, I recently bought a Lachenal amboyna Edeophone from an Army contact:

appropriately, it had been painted black!
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THE SERGEANTS., INTERNATIONAL TRAINING COLLEGE 1931
Fig. 2




