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Notices
The next meeting will be on Saturday 26th July, at the Conway Hall, Red Lion
Square, Holborn, London, from 3.00pm to 5.00pm. There will be a committee meeting
at 2.00pm as usual.
Dates for your diary: the October meeting will be on the 25th, and the
September meeting (That fooled you! - me, too!) will be on the 27th. Both are, of
course, on Saturdays, and both will be at the Conway Hall from 3.00pm to 5.00pm. It
is hoped that the Christmass Social will be on December 6th at Montem School
Annexe, but this depends on circumstances which are unforeseeable as a result of
the first news item below.
We hope that publishing dates and places of meetings will allow members to
plan better, and for more of you to be able to attend the monthly meetings.
We are still looking for an assistant secretary! Jim Harvey is still
housebound, and while this situation continues, the whole running of the
Association, apart from the Newsletter, is being carried out by John Hutcherson If
you have some spare time, have pity on his white hairs, and volunteer
News
It is my sad duty to report the death of Mrs. Ivy Crabb, on Sunday 22nd
June. Her funeral was on the 27th. Flowers were sent by the I.C.A., and Mr. & Mrs.
Hutcherson were able, at short notice, to attend the funeral as representatives of
the whole membership.
I have known Mrs. Crabb for most of the last decade, since I joined the
Friday evening class, and in that tine the principal impressions of her were her
unceasing good humour, enthusiasm for playing concertina, which at times has led
both the class and socials into indiscipline, and her readiness to work on behalf
of the I.C.A. Most members will remember her for her stalwart duty on the catering
front at Festivals and socials.
I am sure we all send our deepest condolences to Mr. Crabb, Neville,
Geoffrey, and the rest of the family.
It has also come to my notice that former member Mr. H. Dawson has suffered a
stroke, and is in hospital. I am sure that all who know him wish him a speedy
recovery.
Now, some better news. Member Gary Coover of Houston, Texas, has written to
Rev. Loveless to say that a number of American players wish to start a 'Concertina
Quarterly', trying to pick up where Free Reed left off. Our President has
recommended Gary to your committee, and we are certainly with him in spirit. Ways
of providing more concrete support are now being explored, but I am sure it would
help if we knew what you, the membership, felt about it. Would you write with
comments, etc., to John Hutcherson.
The June Meeting
This was held at the Conway Hall on Saturday 28th June from 3.00pm. Attendance
was about average, somewhere in the teens, although that included non-playing
visitors. This compares with 20-30 of a couple of years ago.
For a change, the afternoon started with a soloist. The brave man was Mr.
Jevons, with Brahms' Hungarian Dance No.5.
Then came the concerted playing: A Morning Song by Woodhouse, and
Heart's Ease by Macbeth.

-2Mr. Robson then brought out his bandonion and played the tango Zaraza.
Mr. Meekham followed with a couple of German tunes: Heidauer-Landler and
Gruss ans Ober-Inntal.
We now played some more concerted music, as a tribute to Mrs. Crabb. It
was A Memory by Schumann.
There then followed three Irish melodies arranged by Woodhouse, again in
concert.
More soloists followed, the first of them being Mr. Blakeman. He played
Old Malabar by Burns. There was then an impromptu duet between him and Mr.
Meekham.
Howard Rosenblum continued with a test piece from the last Festival Mendelssohn's Song without Words.
Iris Bishop changed the pace with a rendition of Tommy Williams' Springtime
in Battersea, which she learned by ear from the record.
The next soloist was Charlie Jeffrey, with The Wedding of the Painted Doll
and Jigolet.
More concerted music followed with three songs by Brahms arranged by
Woodhouse.
It was now Mr. Hutcherson's turn to give us a solo, and he chose the
Serenade from The Student Prince (I didn't note the composer, but Sigmund Romberg
springs to mind)
Back to concerted music, and time for fingers like spaghetti! This was
after the March from Carmen by Bizet, arranged Woodhouse.
A duet followed between Mr. Robson & Mr. Jeffrey. We had two pieces from
them, Cavatina by Roff and Melodie d'Amour by Engelmann.
We then proceeded to a trio consisting of Messrs. Blakeman, Meekham and
Hutcherson. They gave us a selection of Viennese waltzes.
Mr. Robson returned with an unknown piece.
It was at this point that I had to rush off and catch my train back.
However, I do know that we had permission to continue until 5.30pm, but I have had
no information on what was played.
Late News
More from Gary Coover: he won first place in the Texas State Accordian
Championship, push-button division. He played Icicle Joe the Eskimo on his Jeffries
Duet. He remarks that most of the participants had never seen a concertina before,
much less a Jeffries at full steam!
Tailpiece
Not so much white space this time, but there has only been one response to
my appeals- from Mr. Collings in Cornwall. The next Newsletter will be in
September, so you have plenty of time to get something down on paper, and send it
to me at the address below. I shall be disappointed if I get less than two tons of
mail!
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