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Notices
There will be no meeting in April. This because we were unable to
get Montem Annexe, and by that time, Conway hall was fully booked. The
next meeting will be on Saturday 19th May at the Conway Hall from 3pm
to 5 pm. Committee meeting at 2pm as usual.
Have you paid your subscription for this year? If not, why not?
Do it now, it's only £2.00. Otherwise, THIS IS THE LAST NEWSLETTER YOU
WILL GET UNTIL IT IS PAID !!! Send the money to John Hutcherson, address
above, as soon as possible.
Festival
The Festival is now booked for Oct 27th 1979 at the Victoria
Methodist Church, Westmoreland Terrace, Ebury Bridge Road, London SW1,
where we held our last Festival. We have booked both halls, and strict
rules must be observed: No Smoking in the Church Hall. The admission is
now 50p, as we have more expenses to pay as times change. It is hoped
that you will all come along to make the Festival a great success. We
are expecting to lose a small amount, but hope for the best of a great
success. Please make up your mind to come along and bring all your
friends. We look forward to having our friends to help in the chores.
Please let the Secretary know as early as possible, and of any suggestions
you wish to put forward.
Your Secretary
Jim Harvey
News
First, a change of address: Willie Duncan is now in Flat 19, Jack
Knight House, Dovecourt Rd., Horfield, Bristol BS7 9SN.
Have you been watching the serial 'Kidnapped!' on ITV? If so, you
might be interested to know that the concertina music was played by
member and latest addition to the Committee John Nixon.
On Friday 30th March, Thames TV made a film of Crabb Concertinas
being made. They came to the Crabb workshops and spent the whole day
filming. The interviewer was Monty Modlyn, and the programme will be
shown in the summer at 6pm in the Thames area in a series called 'Monty's
London'. So, look out for that in your TV Times.
In response to my pleas for news items, several members have
taken the trouble to reply, including Art Hemenway from Washington State
in America (see below). If he can send something from 6000 miles away,
then all our Britsh members can surely do better!
The first item is a cutting from Tom Prince. It is a small feature
about him, about 6 column inches, and a photo of Tom with his 'tina and
a few of the cups & medals he has won. The article mentions that Tom is
an ICA member. Tom also informs me of the death of Jack Ballantine in
March. I don't think he is a current member, but I'm sure there will be
some other members who knew him.
I have also had a letter from Mr. Dunham of Sandy, Beds. He now
plays the organ more than the concertina, and would like to dispose of
two of his four instruments. These are a 19 key Crabb miniature, and a
48 key Wheatstone Aeola, both described as in top class condition. If
you want more information, write to Mr. Dunham at 31 Beeston Green,
Sandy, Beds. He also has some tutors in new condition which he would like
to swap for some piano music. Mr. Dunham is also a keen gardener, and
at one show last year, he had 13 1sts, 12 2nds & 4 3rd prizes, which he
says is almost as many as Tom Prince has with his concertina! Mr. Dunham
also does some oil painting when he has time.
Now to Art Hemenway's letter: He writes about Alistair Andersen's
workshop in playing the English. If I remember right, this is his second

-2tour, workshop, etc. in the USA. There were about 30 people there, twice
the number at the previous year's workshop. Most of the students had
older instruments, indicating that there is a trickle of 'tinas into the
country. The workshop was followed by an informal concerto and also
demonstrated his skill with Northumbrian pipes. Dancing of all types
followed, with playing by various musicians.
Art also sent an advert for a 'beginners's concertina', actually a
bandoneon, at a special price of $545. There is also a poster for Spring
and Summer Concertina Jamborees and Polka Festivals in Gibbon, Minnesota.
If any member happens to be in the States at the end of July, & would
like details, let me know.
The March Meeting
This was held at the Conway Hall on Saturday 31st of March. Once
again, I was otherwise engaged, this time at an AGM elsewhere in London.
I was able to get to the committee meeting, but Jim Harvey did an able
job of recording the proceedings.
The meeting opened with concerted music: A Stately Measure by Woodhouse.
Mr. Blakeman opened the solo playing with two simple pieces also by
Woodhouse.
Roger Brown played Packman, a Russian tune.
Next, there was a duet between George Crantham & Billy Hartford of
four tunes by Hubert Green, a waltz, march and foxtrot, and one other,
all being nameless.
More concerted music followed, with Barcarolle by Offenbach, arranged by Woodhouse.
Arthur Mills carried on with La Donna Mobile, then the Soldiers
Chorus.
George Crantham & Billy Hartford came to the fore again with Old
Shanty Town; My Very Good Friend, The Milkman, Said; and S'wonderful.
Brigadier Russell changed the mood with The Clouds Will Soon Roll
By and Amazing Grace.
Iris Bishop played an Irish lullaby.
Charley Jeffrey then played At The Corner of the Street (Leaning on
the Lamppost?), I Could Have Danced All Night, and the Easter Parade.
More concerted music followed: Melodies by Joseph Haydn.
John Hutcherson played Arioso, and Vena McDougall Fircio.
A wonderful time was had by all.
The Conway Hall
We have had a letter from the Conway Hall. Apparently, someone at
the Inland Revenue has had nothing better to do than question the tax
position of the society which runs the hall. So, they are trying to raise
£25000 to fight a Court case.
My own feelings are that we have had a lot out of the Conway Hall.
Admittedly, we have to pay to get a room there, but I still think we are
in their debt. You will have seen from the balance sheet that we are not
rich, but I think we should give a token donation of about £5 to the fund.
The Committee feel unable to do anything without further guidance from
the membership, so will you please send your opinion to John Hutcherson
whose address is above.
Tailpiece
With this Newsletter, you will find copies of the Festival Test
pieces. Practice the piece for the class you are entering, but I think
less experienced players could find it interesting to attempt the more
advanced piece or pieces. More AGM next Issue.
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